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Monday, March 25, 2019 
 

Unfortunately, David did not post for this day for vs 63-65 – [NGS] 

 

 

To be read Tuesday. March 26, 2019 

Luke 22:66-71 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 5, 2013 

 

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests 

and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They 

said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not 

believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son 

of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” All of them 

asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I 

am.” Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it 

ourselves from his own lips!” 

 

What do you think – what answer are the assembly of elders hoping for? 

When they ask Jesus whether he is the Messiah, do you think they hope 

that he is? Or do you think that they believe his is not but hope that he says 

so? Or would they be relieved if he said it was all just a big 

misunderstanding. 

 

Clearly they feel threatened by them. And little wonder. Since entering 

Jerusalem a week earlier he has attacked those who run the Temple, 

accusing them of fraud and more. He was been wrangling with the chief 

priests and scribes over issues of authority, challenging their views of 

taxation, and telling stories that seem like only thinly veiled critiques of the 

religious establishment. 

 

And so now they ask whether he is the Messiah. But do they mean it? 

 

Perhaps suspicious of their motives, Jesus answers somewhat ambiguously, 

continuing his own accusation about their unwillingness to believe and then 

promising that he will soon be situated in a place of undeniable authority. 



Confused, or perhaps alarmed, by Jesus answer, his interrogators up the 

ante, asking not simply whether he is the Messiah but whether he is the Son 

of God. 

 

Jesus again answers ambiguously, using their own question as his answer. 

And then it’s over. The trial, that is. “What further testimony do we need? We 

have heard to from his own lips.” 

 

But what, exactly, have they heard. Is Jesus’ answer definitive? Is it elusive? 

I think – and to be perfectly honest this is more of a hunch than anything 

else – but I think it’s meant to draw out the prior beliefs and convictions of 

those in attendance. They hear, finally, what they want to hear. 

 

What about us? What do we make of Jesus – of his words and deeds, his 

mission and preaching? We have had a much longer time to form an opinion 

of him. What do we believe? Is he the Messiah? The Son of God? More 

importantly, what do we make of that? How do we respond? How does our 

answer shape our lives? Does it shape our lives? Does it, that is, make a 

day-to-day difference at all? 

 

I don’t ask to accuse. I am genuinely interested in how our confession about 

who we believe Jesus is makes a difference not just in terms of confirming 

prior opinions but shaping future action. What further testimony are we 

looking for to have our faith shape and form our life? 

 

Prayer: Dear God, let us not only confess with our mouths but also with our 

deeds and life that Jesus – the one who came in love – is our Lord and 

Messiah. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



To be read Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Luke 23:1-7 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 6. 2013 

 

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They 

began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, 

forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the 

Messiah, a king.” Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He 

answered, “You say so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the 

crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” But they were 

insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, 

from Galilee where he began even to this place.” When Pilate heard this, he 

asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he was 

under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 

Jerusalem at that time. 

 

It’s hard to know quite what’s going on here. It could be that the assembled 

elders are simply shrewd politicians. Good politicians, after all, always gauge 

their audience, adjusting or adapting their message slightly in response to 

the particular viewpoint or perspective of those listening. That could be 

what’s happening here. For whatever the particular charge Jesus was 

arraigned on, it was likely a religious one. Before Pilate, those accusations 

are presented as political: “He forbids paying taxes to the Emperor” 

(subtext: which is costing you precious money, Pilate) and “He presents 

himself as a king” (and therefore a threat to Rome) 

. 

Pilate, interestingly, doesn’t bite. He finds no particular basis for the charges 

and upholds Jesus’ innocence. Perhaps he hasn’t heard of Jesus before and 

so counts him no threat. Or maybe he doesn’t want to get involved in what 

must seem to him like an intra-religious squabble. In any case, according to 

Luke he is not ready to pass judgment. But the resistance to Jesus is 

persistent, and Pilate wants an out. So, hearing that Herod, who himself was 

Jewish, is in town, Pilate sends Jesus to him. 

 

Which would mean that as shrewd as the assembly of elders is, Pilate is no 

political slouch himself. He knows he is in a jam – these are, of course, 

serious charges – but does not want to get involved. And so he passes the 

buck, hoping someone else will take responsibility for whatever difficult 

decision needs to be made. 

 



Pilate, from all accounts, was a brutal military leader. But he is also, at least 

in this scene, portrayed as something of a coward who is afraid to meddle, 

afraid to get involved, afraid, as we’ll see, to do the right thing. And so he 

looks for an escape. 

 

Fear to act in risky situations isn’t uncommon. And sometimes it is prudent. 

But at others it is incredibly costly, and this is one of those times. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, preserve us from the kind of fear that robs us of the ability 

to do what is right. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Thursday, March 28, 2019 

Luke 23:8-11 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 7, 2013 

 

When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see 

him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see 

him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave 

him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 

mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to 

Pilate. 

 

Herod cracks me up. I know I shouldn’t say it quite that way. Herod is 

something of a rather brutal character. He’s not Herod “the Great” – which is 

an unbelievably misplaced moniker given that this Herod ordered the 

slaughter of the innocents and killed many of his own family as well. That 

was his father. This Herod is Herod Antipas, the one who divorced his wife 

in order to marry his brother’s wife and arrested and executed John the 

Baptist when John criticized his behavior. 

 

So Herod is not exactly a funny character. But still, I can’t help but laugh I bit 

when I read of his role in the story. He seems to me like one of those 

unbelievably wealthy celebrities who, detached from anything remotely 

resembling a normal life and surrounded only by the trappings of his own 

opulence and power, develops a profound sense of ennui – the utter inability 

to find anything of interest in life. What can you possible want when you can 

have anything you want? And so I imagine Herod is bored, bored crazy with 

no end in sight to his dissatisfying life. Maybe that’s why he arrested John, 



not simply to appease his new wife – with whom, knowing Herod, he had 

probably already grown tired – but for the sheer diversion of conversation 

with a man who didn’t fear him. 

 

It seems like the same thing happens here. Herod is delighted at the 

prospect of meeting Jesus. He’s heard about him. He’s even heard he does 

miracles. Maybe he’ll do a miracle for Herod. Maybe he’ll do the miracle of 

drawing Herod from the listless and apathetic life that has trapped him into 

something more meaningful, something worth living for. At the very least, 

Herod will have a diversion, and, if he’s lucky, perhaps something more. 

 

But Jesus isn’t there to play games; he’s not there to entertain the bored 

ruler. He’s on a mission and, not to be distracted, he remains silent through 

the questions. His opponents continue to harass and accuse him, yet he 

says nothing. Eventually Herod, determined to have some sport from him, 

mock and deride him, but all to no avail, as he defies their taunts in silence. 

So Herod sends him back to Pilate in defeat. 

 

You know, on thinking about it more I want to change what I said earlier 

about Herod. He doesn’t crack me up any more. Instead, I rather pity him. 

He is, from one point of view anyway, a tragic figure. You see, Herod has a 

profound need – for meaning, for purpose, for something – anything – 

genuine in his life. And I think if he’d managed to name his need honestly 

and asked Jesus, Jesus would have given him a life worth leading. But 

sometimes you have to ask. And Herod just couldn’t. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, help us to ask – to ask you, to ask others, to ask 

ourselves – for what we need that we may receive it. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



To be read Friday, March 29, 2019 

Luke 23:12 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 8, 2013 

 

That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this 

they had been enemies. 

 

It’s just a small detail in the larger story, I know. But I think it’s important. 

 

Apparently Herod and Pilate had been enemies. Not hard to imagine, 

frankly. Two political leaders, both vying for power. One connected with the 

Temple, the other with Rome. They don’t get along. They probably can’t 

stand each other. Power and control are zero-sum games, so all the other 

players are your opponents, even enemies. That’s the way of the world. 

 

Yet on this day they become friends. Their enmity is buried. Why? How? We 

don’t know for sure. We don’t know if it lasted. We don’t know what, if 

anything, came of this friendship. We just know they became friends after 

their association with Jesus. 

 

Which is, I think, Luke’s point. Jesus, especially in Luke’s story, is a healer. 

He demonstrates compassion and healing wherever he goes. From the 

opening scene when he declares the Lord’s favor to his immediate healing 

of the servant who’s ear was cut off in Jesus’ arrest, he has spread 

compassion, healing and forgiveness throughout his ministry. 

 

And so Herod and Pilate, formerly enemies, are reconciled. Their division is 

healed and a most unlikely friendship is formed. That’s the way of the new 

world, the kingdom of God. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, let us bear witness in word and deed to your desire and 

ability to heal and restore, even in the most unlikely of circumstances. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen.  



To be read Saturday. March 30, 2019 

Luke 23:13-16 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 9, 2013 

 

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the 

people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found 

this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he 

sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will 

therefore have him flogged and release him.” 

 

If you read Luke’s Gospel carefully, you’ll notice that the theme of Jesus’ 

innocence and righteousness runs through the story as a primary narrative 

thread. 

 

After Jesus was born, for instance, his parents had him named and 

circumcised on the eighth day, just as they should according to law and 

tradition (1:21). And when the time came to present him to the Temple for 

purification, Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem to fulfill their religious 

obligation (1:22-24). Again and again, Luke portrays the holy family as 

righteous and blameless according to the law. 

 

So also Jesus. He does what is required. And when he is challenged by 

scribes and teachers of the law, he demonstrates a keener perception of the 

heart of the law itself. He is, in every way, a righteous and law-abiding Jew. 

 

Which is what makes the charge of “perversion” so ironic, even outlandish, 

to those who are following Luke’s account. Far from trying to overturn the 

law, Jesus calls people back to its deeper purpose. 

 

Little wonder, then, that at this point of the story neither Herod nor Pilate find 

fault with him. Jesus is innocent. Yet Herod abuses him and Pilate suggests 

having him flogged – that is, lacerated by a leather whip with iron balls or 

shards at the end of each cord. Why? Not because they found Jesus guilty 

as charged but because brutality was the order of the day and this gesture 

was meant to appease those who stood against him. 

 

But Luke’s witness remains: Jesus is innocent, like a lamb lead to the 

slaughter. Far from perverting the people, he called them to righteousness, 

and when they sentenced him to death for it, he died an innocent death that 



they might be forgiven their sins. It is one of the most stark, bitter, and joyful 

ironies of the story. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, Jesus died an innocent death that we might live in 

freedom and forgiveness. Let us not waste that gift. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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